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1 . WITH VIRTUALLY ALL CIVILIAN BALLOTS AND ABOUT HALF 
THE SOLDIERS' VOTES COUNTED, THE LIKUD APPEARS TO BE 
ASSURED OF 43 SEATS AND MAY EVEN END UP WITH 44 
AFTER APPLICATION OF THE BADER-OFER LAW (REFTEL). THE 
ALIGNMENT IS ALSO EXPECTED TO BENEFIT FROM BADER-OFER 
AND TO GO FROM THE 32 SEATS INDICATED INITIALLY TO 33 
(REFTEL). THE INDICATIONS AT THIS STAGE OF THE COUNT 

ARE THAT THESE VOTES MAY COME FROM THE FOLLOWING PARTIES: 
THE NRP MAY DROP FROM 12 TO 1 1 ; POALEI AGUDAT YISRAEL 
FROM 2 TO 1; AND SHELLI FROM 2 TO 1. (NOTE: SHELLI 
WITH TWO PROJECTED SEATS WAS INADVERTENTLY OMITTED 
FROM THE LIST IN PARA 1, REFTEL.) FLATTO-SHARON’S SECOND 
SEAT WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE TO THE POOL OF SURPLUS 
VOTES FOR THE EXPECTED BENEFIT OF THE LIKUD AND ALIGN- 
MENT. IT IS STILL NOT CERTAIN THAT THE CITIZENS 
RIGHTS MOVEMENT WILL ACHIEVE THE NECESSARY MINIMUM. 

2. ISRAEL RADIO REPORTED TODAY THAT THUS FAR IN THE 
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IDF VOTE THE LIKUD IS RECEIVING 45 PERCENT, THE ALIGNMENT 
23 PERCENT, THE DMC 16 PERCENT AND NRP 6 PERCENT. THE 
BROADCAST SAID THAT FINAL AND OFFICIAL RESULTS WILL 
BE RELEASED MAY 26. 

3. IN THE MEANTIME, ALL INDICATIONS ARE THAT THE 
LIKUD IS PRESSING HARD TO MAKE A DEAL WITH DMC, DES- 
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PITE THE OUTLOOK FOR THE FORMER INCREASING ITS 
PLURALITY. (SOME OF THE LIKUD'S INDICATED GAIN SEEMS 
TO BE COMING AT THE EXPENSE OF PARTIES ALMOST CERTAIN 
TO BE IN A LIKUD COALITION-I.E., THE NRP AND PAY.) 

THE LIKUD STILL SEEMS TO ENTERTAIN A FADING HOPE THAT 
THE ALIGNMENT MIGHT JOIN THEM IN A NATIONAL UNITY 
GOVERNMENT. HOWEVER, IN ITS FIRST MEETING SINCE THE 
ELECTION, THE LABOR PARTY'S CENTRAL COMMITTEE VOTED 
AGAINST PARTICIPATION IN A LIKUD-LED COALITION UNDER 
ANY CIRCUMSTANCES. (THE JERUSALEM POST CARRIED A 
REPORT-NOT SEEN ELSEWHERE-THAT LIKUD LEADERS PROPOSED 
THAT PERES REMAIN DEFENSE MINISTER AND ZADOK JUSTICE 
MINISTER IF THE ALIGNMENT COMES INTO THE NEW GOVERNMENT. 
WHILE THE REPORT WAS DENIED BY SEVERAL OF OUR 
CONTACTS. IT PROBABLY REFLECTS THE STRENGTH OF LIKUD'S 
DESIRE FOR AS BROAD A COALITION AS POSSIBLE.) 

4. MORDECHAI ZIPORI, F.7.F.R WEIZMAN'S AIDE IN 
MANAGING THE LIKUD CAMPAIGN AND #26 ON ITS KNESSET 
LIST, TOLD US FLATLY THAT WIZMAN WILL BE DEFENSE 
MINISTER AND LIBERAL HEAD SIMCHA ERLICHWILL BE 
FINANCE MINISTER. HE INDICATED THAT THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY WAS UP FOR GRABS, DEPENDING ON THE 
SHAPE THE COALITIONTOOK. OTHER SAY THAT THE 
DEFENSE PORTFOLIO MAY BECOME A SERIOUS BONE OF CON- 
TENTION INPUTTING TOGETHER A COALITION. ARIK 
SHARON'S ELECTION CAMPAIGN FEATURED HIM AS 
MINISTER OF DEFENSE AND IT IS DIFFICULT TO PICTURE 
HIM IN ANY OTHER CABINET POST. THE QUESTION IS, WHAT 
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ELSE WOULD THE LIKUD OFFER SHLOMIZION TO BRING IT INTO 
THE GOVERNMENT? 

5. WE HEAR THAT THERE ARE ALSO STRESSES AND STRAINS 
WITHIN THE NRP OVER JOINING A NARROW COALITION WITH 
THE LIKUD. NRP HEAD YOSEF BURG AND DAVID GLASS, NUMBER 
8 IN ITS KNESSET LIST, ARE REPORTEDLY UNCOMFORABLE 
WITH THE PROSPECT OF SERVING IN A NARROW, HARDLINE 
COALITION. THEY ARE MORE ANXIOUS THAN THE YOUTH 
FACTION OF THEIR PARTY TO BRING THE DMC INTO A 
LIKUD-LED GOVERNMENT AND WOULD BE WILLING TO MAKE 
CONCESSIONS ON FOREIGNPOLICY TO THIS END. 

6. FOLLOWING SOME INITIAL DISAPPOINTMENT THAT THE 
DMC FAILED IN ITS GOAL OF BECOMING THE INDISPENSABLE 
PARTY TO ANY COALITION, DMC LEADERS SEEMED TO BE 
HAVING SECOND THOUGHTS. AKIVA NOFF, #8 ON THE 

DMC KNESSET LIST, EXPRESSED A WIDESPREAD VIEW WHEN 
HE TOLD US THAT A LIKUD COALITION OF 61 OR 62 SEATS 
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WOULD BE UNSTABLE. HE POINTED OUT THAT UNLIKE THE 
ALIGNMENT, WHICH HAD BEEN ABLE TO COUNT ON A MEASURE 
OF SUPPORT FROM SUCH PARTIES AS MOKED (SHELLI) AND 
RAKAH EVEN THOUGH THEY WERE NOT INTHE ALIGNMENT 
COALITION, A NARROW LIKUD GOVERNMENT WOULD FACE A 
PRETTYSOLID PHALANX OF OPPOSITION IN THE KNESSET. 

NOFF BELIEVES THAT, IN FACT, HIS PARTY IS ESSENTIAL 
TO A BEGIN GOVERNMENT. AT ANY RATE, HE CLAIMS THAT 
THE DMC IS FOR THE MOMENT PLAYING IT COOL, WAITING 
FOR BEGIN TO CALL. HE SAID THAT MUCH DEPENDS ON 
THE JUNE 21 HISTADRUT ELECTIONS, WHICH HAS NOW TAKEN 
ON NEW IMPORTANCE AS A BELLWETHER OF THE COUNTRY'S 
FEELING. SHOULD THERE BE ANY REACTION IN FAVOR OF 
THE ALIGNMENT, IT WOULD CONFIRM THE VIEW OF MANY THAT 
THE MAY 17 VOTE WAS ESSENTIALLY A PROTEST AND NOT A 
MANDATE FOR THE LIKUD. THIS NEW EMPHASIS ON THE IM- 
PORTANCE OF THE HISTADRUT VOTE MAY SPUR BEGINTO TRY 
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TO FORM HIS COALITION BEFORE JUNE 21, WHEREAS THE 
ALIGNMENT AND THE DMC FOR THE SAME REASON COULD BE 
EXPECTED TO TRY TO DRAW OUT THE PROCESS UNTIL AFTER 
THE HISTADRUT ELECTION. 

7. BECAUSE OF THE MONDAY JEWISH HOLIDAY (SHAVUOT), 

A LULL IN POLITICAL ACTIVITY IS EXPECTED THIS 
WEEKEND. THE RELIGIOUS PARTIES ARE SUSPENDING ALL 
ACITIVITY AND BEGIN, HIMSELF RF.LATTVF.LY OBSERVANT OF 
RELIGIOUS PRACTICE, IS ALSO EXPECTED TO EASE UP ON 
WHAT HAS BEEN A HECTIC PACE. 

LEWIS 
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